
A DOCUMENTED HISTORY OF	

WICKWAR SOCIAL CLUB 
Compiled to celebrate the 90th Anniversary	

   1936 - 2026	

This is a provisional document, describing events leading up to	
the opening of the club on 9th March 1936. 	

A complete version, including the early years of the club, the war,	
the purchase of the building and more recent events,	

will be made available as a printed and bound book in time for the 	
90th Anniversary Year celebrations in May 2026.	



Wickwar Social Club was founded on 30th January 1936.	
Mr F C Powell was appointed as Honorary Secretary.	

This letter documents the first meeting of the sixty founding members.	
It requests a financial contribution from local dignitary Capt D W Gunston.	

Capt Gunston contributed £3-6-0. 	
Within a week of the first meeting, loans totalling £40 had been advanced.	
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Further loans were requested from local breweries, including 	
Stroud Brewery, Bristol Brewery and Cheltenham Brewery.	

The breweries were also asked to quote for the supply of 	
beers, wines and spirits ahead of the opening of the club.	



The breweries all declined the loan request, mentioning an agreement not to 
advance money to new clubs. They did, however, offer to supply the club.	



The club initially rented the premises from	
Mr Douglas Stinchcombe of Hall House, Wickwar	

who purchased the former Beaufort Arms from Arnold Perrett & Co Ltd	
on 7th of February 1936.	



Ahead of the opening of the club, the printing of application forms,	
membership cards and rule books  was arranged.	

	



A billiards table and darts board was purchased.	



HM Customs & Excise were informed about the opening and	
responded with details of the required registration procedure.	



Insurance cover was arranged with Prudential.	



Local breweries and other suppliers were asked to quote to supply the club.	



Orders were placed ready for the opening.	



Final arrangements were made.	

	



Wickwar Social Club opened on 9th March 1936. 	

The fist Club Stewardess was Mrs Lizzie Raggatt who had previously been 
Landlady of the Beaufort Arms in the same premises.	
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An early source of additional income was the rental of a room at the club to 
the Stroud Holloway Benefit Society for £2 per year.	



The club’s first Honorary Secretary, Mr F C Powell, was tragically killed in a 
motor cycle accident in June 1936, just a few months after the opening.	

His brother A E (Eddie) Powell took on the role.	



This document was compiled from records kept safely for many years by	
Mrs Honie Wintle, former Honorary Secretary of the club. 	

Notes compiled for the Diamond Anniversary in 1996 were also used.


